
“Cheers to 35 Years!” celebrates Lighthouse Vision 
Loss Education Center’s 35 year journey, providing 
hope and empowerment to individuals with 
vision loss.  A virtual celebration marked the 
occasion on Zoom, Thursday evening, October 22. 
Champagne toasts were made in many homes 
across the area. This issue of InSight looks forward 
to  continuing our services into the future.

A New Website: www.LighthouseEducationCenter.org

Lighthouse hired Sarasota-based web development and 
marketing firm Rough & Ready Media to create an accessible, 
user-friendly platform to easily provide visitors information at 
a glance and is also excellent for screen reader software.
Upgraded features include intuitive navigation, robust online 
calendar, easy to read font and layout, quick link for eyecare 
professionals to refer patients and the new Peepers online store 
(coming soon).

“We recognized that our website was in need of an upgrade and 
we’re extremely thankful to the Harold E. and Ruth M. Niles Fund 
of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, which provided 
funding to complete this huge undertaking,” said Lisa J. Howard, 
CEO. “We are excited to launch our website and we look forward 
to hearing from our visitors regarding the new look.”   

http://www,LighthouseEducationCenter.org


2Ray’s Story

Ray Reinvented Himself, With Training from Lighthouse
Ray spent a career as a writer for 
35 years, but when his vision 
failed, it looked like there was no 
way forward.

“I have been associated with 
Lighthouse for going on seven 
years,” Ray recalls. “I started to lose 
my eyesight due to macular 
degeneration, probably 15 years 
ago. I went to the Lighthouse 
because I was looking for a way to 
continue my writing, and staying 
involved in the world.”

Ray credits Lighthouse instructors 
with setting him up with classes, 
including computer classes so he 
could continue writing.

Every person with vision loss faces their own 
challenges. Many can be overcome by 
learning to do things differently. It takes some 
instruction and, yes, perseverence.

In Ray’s case, “I can’t even read my own books, 
but I can write them. The reason I could write 
them was because Lighthouse provided a 
teaching experience, where I got the
computer program that allowed me to 
do that.” 

“They gave me a new lease on life. I was able 
to redefine and reinvent myself. Because of 
that I’ve been a fairly successful author. In six 
years I’ve published five novels,” Ray says. “If it 
wasn’t for Lighthouse, I don’t know where I 
would have gone creatively.”  

After attending the Independent Living classes 
(Adjustment to Vision Loss,)  “I learned 
perseverence and how to deal with life, on life’s 
terms, with blindness. I wanted to continue to 
contribute something to life,” he says.

Ray works at his desk using a video magnifier and a 
computer screen magnification program.

He sums it up, “People that have been to the  
Lighthouse and learned to become active, 
and proactive in terms of technology, in terms 
of survival, in terms of being able to do 
something in the course of a day to make 
themselves productive, that’s the biggest 
factor to me.”Ray enjoys a walk outdoors with his wife.

“They gave me a new lease on 
life. I was able to redefine

and reinvent myself.”
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October 15 is White Cane 
Awareness Day. Usually 
groups of visually impaired 
people, their friends and 
families take a public walk, to 
remind everyone to watch for 
pedestrians who are crossing 
the street. The White Cane law 
states that you must stop 
while a cane bearer crosses 
the street.

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, 
outdoor gatherings are not 
happening this year, but the 
spirit of White Cane day is 
alive in our area with 
proclamations from Sarasota, 
Bradenton and Highlands 
Counties.

Sarasota County

Highlands County Manatee County

The Sustainers Club
In January 2020, Lighthouse created 
the Sustainers Club, a monthly giving 
program that helps the Lighthouse 
receive regular monthly support at 
smaller dollar increments, like $5, $10
or $25, from supporters.

Lighthouse instructors teach daily 
living skills, mobility training, job 
readiness skills, assistive technology 
training and more at NO COST to more than 500 
children, teens, adults and seniors every year. 
Every dollar donated to the Sustainers Club goes 
directly toward changing the lives of those living 
with vision loss. 

As a member of the Sustainers Club, YOU can 
make a difference every single month! Monthly 
Giving is easy to do, fits your budget, builds our 
community and supports the blind and visually 
impaired! Today, we have 13 members in the 
Sustainers Club and everyone is welcome. 

Your monthly gift to the Lighthouse will help us 
continue to deliver the many resources and services 
to blind and visually impaired individuals in our 
community. You can be assured that your gift each 
month will provide hope and empowerment to 
those we serve. We invite you to join the Sustainers 
Club at https://LighthouseEducationCenter.org
/donate/monthly-giving/. For more 
information about the Monthly Giving Program, 
please contact Nicole Mobley at nicole.mobley@
LighthouseEducationCenter.org or 941-359-1404. 

https://www.LighthouseEducationCenter.org/donate/monthly-giving/
mailto:nicole.mobley@LighthouseEducationCenter.org
mailto:nicole.mobley@LighthouseEducationCenter.org


News From Peepers

Peepers Online is Coming Soon!
When Covid-19 arrived in March, Lighthouse 
offices and the Peepers Low Vision Store had 
to close for the safety of all. Our instructors 
immediately shifted gears and began 
training courses on the Zoom platform. 
Peepers’ presence was limited to a gallery of 
products on our website to look at, with no 
way to purchase.

With the new website comes the Peepers 
Online Store.

www.LighthouseEducationCenter.org/about-Peepers
Soon you can shop the inventory, buy online and have items shipped to your home.
Our wide selection of magnifiers will be available to view, but we have always known that the 
only way to find the perfect fit for your vision is to try them in person. In the near future, we will 
set up appointments for a one-on-one demonstration under careful protection protocols. This 
also applies to our selection of wearable eye protection.

A Whole New Year
One of our most popular items is the Giant Print 
Calendar, and the 2021 edition is here! 
Designed by the Lighthouse with input from 
our clients and instructors, here are some of its 
(virtues):

• Each month opens to 17 inches wide and
22 inches tall

• Bold numbers are over an inch high
• Bold lines are easy to see
• Room for notes each day
• Heavy non-glare paper, most markers won't

bleed through

A limited number of calendars have been 
printed, so don't miss out! Email 
Peepers@LighthouseEducationCenter.org 
or call 941-359-1404 to order yours today!  
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http://www.LighthouseEducationCenter.org/about-Peepers
mailto:Peepers@LighthouseEducationCenter.org


Virtual Learning, Lighthouse Style

After the COVID-19 pandemic 
arrived, Lighthouse Vision Loss 
Education Center sought a seamless 
transition from one-to-one personal 
instruction to remote learning for 
individuals with vision loss. 

A Community Impact Grant was 
received by the Harold E. and Ruth 
M. Niles Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Sarasota County for 
technology improvements. 

Lighthouse programs for school age participants ordinarily 
have week long summer camp and fun group events over 
the summer, outside the usual learning sessions. This year is 
anything but ordinary because of the Covid-19 restrictions, 
but it did not stop our instructors from engaging the 
children in online programs.

Instructors delivered the needed craft and cooking supplies 
directly to the children's homes. The Children’s Program
decorated face masks while socializing with the virtual 
group online. Other group projects included making 
no-bake cookieballs, cooking and salt painting, all in their 
own homes while on Zoom with the group.

The Young Adults had an array of guest speakers during this
time, including the Two Blind Brothers, entrepreneurs who
created a successful business under that name in New York.
That session, seen below, had 20 people attendl!  
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